
Lesson 1. What is Culture?
Task 1: On the circle map, brainstorm what you know about Canadian culture.
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Task 2: What culture is represented in the pictures below? ___________________
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What do you think the images say about this culture?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is the culture similar to Canadian culture?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is the culture different to Canadian culture?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 3. Culture Poem

Culture!

Quick my teacher wants an answer!

Is that the colour of my skin?

I’m pinkish, what does that mean?

What about those who are cream?

Perhaps it has something to do

With my parents’ roots and ethnicity

Does that mean my mom is a tree?

Culture!

Oh no, the teacher’s eyes rest on me!

Could it be the clothes I wear?

Maybe it’s the way I do my hair

Hold on, my dad has got none,

Perhaps he’s culturally unaware!

Is it my choice of friends?

Perhaps it’s when I follow trends.

Culture!

Quick, Miss is waiting for an answer!

Surely it must be my religion.

I wonder if I was christened?

I know, maybe if I go to church

I can find my culture under a pew.

Perhaps it’s the food that I eat,

Fish and chips and mom’s stew!

Culture!

Then it comes to me.

Like a thunder-bolt from nowhere.

“Miss”, my hand is waving in the air.

“Culture is everything that influences me”,

It’s all so clear, now I see!

Homework: Listen to and read the lyrics of “Gangnam Style,” and read the passage below.
http://www.businessinsider.com/gangnam-style-translation-2012-9 

Gangnam Style, Dissected: The Subversive Message Within South Korea's Music Video Sensation By Max Fisher
Park Jaesang is an unlikely poster boy for South Korea's youth-obsessed, highly lucrative, and famously vacuous pop music. Park, who performs as Psy (short for psycho), is a relatively ancient 34, has been busted for marijuana and for avoiding the country's mandatory military service, and is not particularly good-looking. His first album got him fined for "inappropriate content" and the second was banned. He's mainstream in the way that South Korea's monolithically corporate media demands of its stars, who typically appear regularly on TV variety and even game shows, but as a harlequin, a performer known for his parodies, outrageous costumes, and jokey concerts. Still, there's a long history of fools and court jesters as society's most cutting social critics, and he might be one of them.
Now, Park has succeeded where the K-Pop entertainment-industrial-complex and its superstars have failed so many times before: he's made it in America. The opening track on his sixth album, "Gangnam Style", has earned 49 million hits on YouTube since its mid-July release, but the viral spread was just the start. 
Gangnam is a tiny Seoul neighborhood, and Park's "Gangnam Style" video lampoons its self-importance and ostentatious wealth, with Psy playing a clownish caricature of a Gangnam man. That alone makes it practically operatic compared to most K-Pop. But I spoke with two regular observers of Korean culture to find out what I was missing, and it turns out that the video is rich with subtle references that, along with the song itself, suggest a subtext with a surprisingly subversive message about class and wealth in contemporary South Korean society. 
One of the first things Hong pointed to in explaining the video's subtext was, believe it or not, South Korea's sky-high credit card debt rate. In 2010, the average household carried credit card debt worth a staggering 155 percent of their disposable income (for comparison, the U.S. average just before the sub-prime crisis was 138 percent). There are nearly five credit cards for every adult. South Koreans have been living on credit since the mid-1990s.

Gangnam, is a symbol of that aspect of South Korean culture. The neighborhood is the home of some of South Korea's biggest brands, as well as $84 billion of its wealth, as of 2010. That's seven percent of the entire country's GDP in an area of just 15 square miles. 
Question: Why is the song “Gangnam Style” more than just a catchy pop song?  How does it relate to the topic of culture?
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