Lesson 2. Finding a new Perspective

Step 1: Choose one of the issues below
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Step 2: Complete the template on the following page by following the next steps:

• Identify the perspective reflected in the source you already have.
• Brainstorm all the other stakeholders (people or groups who might be affected by or have an interest in the event or issue). 
• Speculate how each stakeholders’ perspective might be different and why each perspective is important. 
• Select those groups or individuals whose perspective is likely to be most useful in expanding your understanding of the issue or event. 
• Brainstorm various places where you might find out about each perspective. 
• Actively search for alternative perspectives.
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Issue #1: Ban internet use in school

Although learning to use new technology is considered an important part of education, recently
teachers and parents have become concerned about the way students are using the internet at
school. Many students are using school computers to download music illegally, log onto social
chat sites where dangerous adults may lurk, or playing online games rather than doing work.
Now, your school will decide whether internet use should be banned or heavily regulated.

Issue #2: Changing school start time

Your school has always started at 8:00 am in the morning; however, some parents, students, and
teachers have been pushing for this to change. Students are falling asleep at their desks and only
become interested when they are more awake near the end of class. Moreover, new research has
emerged that suggests sleep-deprived students do not learn well and that student success increases
when schools have later start times. Your school needs to decide whether to start school at
10:00 am next year.

Issue #3: Restrictions on young drivers

The premier has proposed a new law that will place restrictions on young drivers in the province.
Any driver under the age of 21 will face a zero blood-alcohol limit and a 30-day licence suspension
if caught speeding, and will be allowed only one passenger in the car while driving. The new law
has caused a controversy and tonight a town hall meeting will be held to hear all perspectives
before a vote is taken on the issue.
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Finding another perspective
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Finding another perspective
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Assessing my ability to “find another perspective”
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