World War One by numbers
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908,377
1 million
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8.5 million
12 million

Some figures are approximate

	Fact
	Number

	Expected length of the war, when it broke out, in months
(Many people thought the war would be over by Christmas)
	

	Actual duration of the war, in months (1st August 1914 – 11th November 1918)
	

	Naval battles between Germany and Britain
	

	Approximate number of British servicemen killed on the 1st day of the Battle of the Somme, July 1 1916
	

	Total number of soldiers killed at the Battle of the Somme
	

	Average life expectancy of a front-line fighter pilot, April 1917, in weeks
	

	Weeks of food supply left in Britain, 1917
	

	Number of Canadian’s who were wounded in WWI
	

	Number of Canadian’s who enlisted in WWI
	

	Number of Canadian’s who died in WWI
	

	Number of Russian servicemen mobilised
	

	Number of Russian servicemen killed
	

	Number of servicemen mobilised from the British Empire
	

	Total dead from the British Empire
	

	Largest area of land conquered by either side on the Western front, in miles
	


[image: image2.wmf]Task 2 Answer these questions as fully as you can: 
1. Use the figures to help explain why the British government introduced conscription (compulsory military service) in 1916.

2. Which figure helps explain why the USA entered the war?  

3. If you were a journalist during the war, which numbers would you use to show the cruelty of the Germans?  

4. Which figures could be used to show the bravery of soldiers?  

5. Which figures could be used by a pacifist (peace campaigner) after the war to show the destructiveness of war?  

6. Choose three numbers that surprise or shock you the most, and explain why.

Answers
Some figures are approximate and some figures are exact.  Actual figures may vary according to different sources.  
	Fact
	Number

	Expected length of the war, when it broke out, in months

(Many people thought the war would be over by Christmas)
	5

	Actual duration of the war, in months (1st August 1914 – 11th November 1918)
	51

	Naval battles between Germany and Britain
	1

	Approximate number of British servicemen killed on the 1st day of the Battle of the Somme, July 1 1916
	20,000

	Total number of soldiers killed at the Battle of the Somme
	1 million

	Average life expectancy of a front-line fighter pilot, April 1917, in weeks
	2

	Weeks of food supply left in Britain, 1917
	6

	British soldiers sentenced to death for desertion by court-martial
	272

	Passengers killed in a German submarine attack on the Lusitania passenger liner, 1917, as part of ‘unrestricted submarine warfare’ policy
	1,447

	Number of points in President Wilson’s Peace Plan
	14

	Number of Russian servicemen mobilised
	12 million

	Number of Russian servicemen killed
	1.7 million

	Number of servicemen mobilised from the British Empire
	8.5 million

	Total dead from the British Empire
	908,377

	Largest area of land conquered by either side on the Western front, in miles
	7
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