
 
 
	

Source Analysis in Social Studies:  
“The Layered Approach!” 

Surface:        [1] 
What does the imagery in the source show? 
What do the words say? 
Describe the source, giving quotes or evidence. 

 

Content:       [2] 
What does the source infer about the topic of study? 
What is the source trying to tell the reader? 
Does it link to your own knowledge about the topic?  

 

Origins:        [3] 
What is the provenance of the source? 

- Who wrote it?   
- When was it written? 
- Why was it written? 
- What is the source? 
- Where was the source written? 

 

Purpose:       [6] 
What is the motive of the source? 
Is this source trying to… 

- Persuade? 
- Inform? 
- Educate? 
- Record? 
- Entertain? 

 
Value:              [4] 
How useful is this source? 
Does the source support your own knowledge?  
Does the provenance and content make it useful? 
Do the limitations reduce the value of the source?   

 

Limitations:         [5] 
What does the source not tell us/infer about the topic of study?  
What do you know about the topic that the source does not reveal? 
Does the provenance mean that there is any potential bias?  
Is the source subjective or objective?  


